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Welcome!

Gifted and talented students need gifted 

education programs that will challenge 

them and enable them to make 

continuous progress in school.

- National Association for Gifted Children



Agenda



Purpose

The committee serves as a support 

group to review and make 

suggestions about gifted programs 

and to promote community 

awareness of gifted education.



An Effective Advisory Committee 

for Gifted Education:

• positively represents the community it serves;

• collaborates with school division staff and the 

community;

• focuses attention on gifted education issues, 

not individual concerns or complaints; and

• utilizes new information, current research, 

and best practices in gifted education to guide 

the work of the committee.



What have we learned from Phase I?
Panel Discussion

Ashburn Elementary School

• Michelle Walthour, Principal

• Lori Palmer, Gifted Specialist

Goshen Post Elementary School

• Ann Hines, Principal

• Alyson Eaglen, Gifted Specialist

• Chelsie Oals, SEARCH Teacher

Steuart Weller Elementary School

• Julia Burton, Principal



What have we learned from Phase I?
Panel Discussion

What encouraged you to take 

part in the pilot?



What have we learned from Phase I?
Panel Discussion

What are the 

benefits/successes of the 

pilot so far?



What have we learned from Phase I?
Panel Discussion

What is a challenge that you 

have faced?



What have we learned from Phase I?
Panel Discussion

What have you learned from 

the pilot? 

Are there any modifications 

that you would suggest for 

Phase 2?



Small Fires

In Marquette MI, a beautiful rural, wooded area 

on Lake Superior, lives a Native- American of the 

Chippewa tribe who tells a story about 

community sitting in a circle. What he has 

noticed is, and he puts it this way, “When 

European-Americans build a fire, they make 

really big ones where they have to stand far 

back; when Native people build a fire, we make 

small fires, where people must sit really close.” 

He says it creates a sense of 

belonging and community AND 

it sparks conversation.



Small Fires

• Read “The 8 Great Gripes of Parents of 

Gifted Kids.”

• Gather in a small group with chairs only 

(knee to knee).

• Choose a starter/recorder.

• Each person in the circle shares:

– What do you agree with?

– What would you argue?

– What would you add to the list?

• Starter will give a summary of 

the responses.



How can I help my gifted child?

• Select an excerpt from The Survival 

Guide for Gifted Parents:  How to 

Understand, Live With, and Stick Up for 

Your Gifted Child. Choose a different 

color from the other people at your 

table.

• Read the article. Identify the issue and 

one solution.

• Share your answers with the people at 

your table.



National Association for Gifted Children 

nagc.org 



Meeting Adjourned

See you at the next meeting on March 7, 2019.


